
Home Visit Ministry

He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.
Mark 16:15

What is Home Visit Ministry

The Parish Home Visit Ministry is an engaging minis-
try—a way of touching base with parishioners. The focus 
of this Ministry is communication, not evangelism. Visits 
are conducted to existing parish families, extending the 
hand of God, through His people, to those already in the 
fold. It is the goal of St. Martin’s parish to reach out to 
every parish household.* This is accomplished one home 
visit at a time by parish participants who are solid in 
faith, who are good listeners, and who are passionate to 
share the love of Jesus Christ and his Church. 

* Visits to households with PO Boxes, and those significantly outside 
parish boundaries, will be arranged upon request.

Why visit individual homes?

  Ŷ To help make all feel welcome

  Ŷ To answer any questions parishioners have 
      about the Parish

  Ŷ To inform parishioners of church events, 
      plans, Mass schedules, etc.

  Ŷ To invite them to participate in Mass and ministries

  Ŷ To discover needs not currently being met

In other words, the purpose of Home Visits is to see that 
the body of Christ (the Church) is alive in God’s Word and 
functioning in the hearts and lives of its members. Just as 
at a doctor’s office, a physical examination does not check 
whether you are alive, and if you have a heart, but checks 
whether you are well, and if your heart is operating 
properly. Home visits are a spiritual checkup—as the body 
of Christ cares for the members of the body. 

The Importance of Home Visits

People join a church to develop relationships—re-
lationships with God, with other parishioners, 
and/or with the broader church community. As a 
stewardship and hospitality parish, St. Martin’s 
strives for a culture of inclusion, and recognizes 
that reaching out to all is the duty of a Christian 
steward—a way of sharing Christ with all.

All of our parishioners have been blessed with 
gifts from God, whether or not they are clear on 
what those are. Home visits are an opportunity to 
enlighten parishioners about their unique gifts, 
and how they can grow through God’s grace.

How do we do this?

Visitors, made up of clergy and volunteers, will go 
out in teams of 2 once a month, and will visit a 
selected cluster of 5 homes. All homes are those of 
registered St. Martin’s parishioners. Training is 
provided, so volunteer visits know what to expect, 
what to listen for, and what to say/not say. Visit 
teams will select a visit date/timeframe each 
month, and will send out pre-visit postcards to 
announce their visit, so parishioners know they are 
coming. Individual visits may average 5-15 min-
utes per home. All visits are oriented toward the 
needs of the family being visited, with requests and 
questions brought back to the parish for response 
by an appropriate ministry or staff member. 

Want to be a Home Visitor?
 
Good visitors are lit by the fire of Holy Spirit, are 
compassionate toward the needs of others, have good 
listening skills, and respect confidentiality. If you are 

interested in joining this Ministry, please contact 
Susan Sandoval, at 714-695-1729, or email at: 
sandovalhome@mac.com.
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      and congregation apart from emergency situations

Ŷ Extends the ear of the parish closer to the voices of 
   the congregation

Ŷ Brings the care and supportive concern of the
   Church into the homes of the membership
 
Ŷ Provides ways to address the precise needs of the 
   congregation
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